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Farmers in Ban Khon Subdistrict, Pichai District, Uttaradit Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study about (1) social and economic conditions (2) maize
production conditions (3) motivations and factors related to motivations (4) problems and suggestions and
(5) guidelines for promoting the cultivation of maize instead of secondary rice cultivation. The population
in this study were 269 farmers in Ban Khon Sub-distict, Phichai District, Uttaradit Province, who grew maize
substituting off-season rice Cultivation in 2019/2020. The sample size of 171 farmers was interview by
using Taro Yamane formula with an error value of 0.05. and selected by simple random sampling method.
The data were collected interviews. Tool used was structured interview with the validity of 0.928. Data
were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and multiple regression. The
results of the research revealed that (1) farmers had the average members in the household of 2.93
people, attended agricultural group of 1.84 people, had no social position, and had the average labors of
1.99 people. (2) More than half of the farmers had bought the maize-for-animal-feed kemels and used
agricultural machinery and chemical fertilizers. The grown maize would then be sold through middlemen.
(3) The main motivations were draught resistant and factors related to positive motivations were such as
members in the household, membership to agricultural group, and news tower while the negative
motivations were such as social position, amount of labor, local wisdom, and poster. (4) Problem regarding
fertilizer should promote model agriculture within the community. Suggestion would be to promote the
application of fertilizer according to soil analysis. (5) Extension guidelines regarding the method was through
personal media such as model farmer and agricultural extension officer. For the issues, they were training

and giving out knowledge about regular soil modification.

Keywords: Motivation, Maize, Off-season rice, Replacement crops, Agricultural extension guidelines
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